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PAGE 01 WINNIP 00007 100254Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 JUSE-00 L-03 H-02 
SS-15 NSC-05 /056W 

100259Z 119215/66 

P 081810Z JAN 77 
FM AMCONSUL WINNIPEG 
TO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1793 

UNCLAS WINNIPEG 0007 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, EGEN, CA 

SUB J : EDITORIAL REACTION TO SASK PREMIER'S SPEECH IN TORONTO 
ABOUT ROLE OF CANADIAN SUPREME COURT 

1 . IN JAN 7 EDITORIAL, WINNIPEG FREE PRESS CRITICIZES SASKATCHEWAN 
PREMIER BLAKENEY'S RECENT ADDRESS (COPIES BEING POUCHED TO ADDRESSES) 
TO TORONTO CANADIAN CLUB FOR SUGGESTING THAT SUPREME COURT OF CANADA 
SHOULD CONSIDER POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR DECISIONS - IN 

THIS CASE, IN OIL COMPANY CHALLENGE TO PROVINCIAL ROYALTIES 
SYSTEM. 

2. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE COURT, MR. BLAKENEY HOLD THE CONSERVATIVE 
VIEW THAT JUDGES SHOULD SEARCH FOR MEANING IN THE CONSTITUTION, 

BUT SHOULD NOT SEEK TO CHANGE IT IN THE AMERICAN FASHION. FOR 
EXAMPLE, MR BLAKENEY HAS NOTED DISAPPROVINGLY THAT THERE IS AN 
'AGRESSIVE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND AN ACTIVE, CENTRALIST SUPREME 
COURT' IN THE UNITED STATES. 

3. NONETHELESS, HE ADMONISHED THE JUDGES THAT 'AN ADVERSE DECISION 
(IN THE ROYALTIES CASE) WILL BE A TELLING BLOW AGAINST ALL THE 
PROVINCES .... A VICTORY FOR CENTRALIST POWER AND A DEFEAT FOR 
FEDERALISM.... A SIGNAL TO ALL THAT THE SUPREME COURT IS REWRITING 
OUR CONSTITUTION.' WARNING THAT THE QUEBEC SEPARATIST 
GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING, MR BLAKENEY ASKS: 'WHAT COULD BE MORE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DAMAGING TO OUR FUTURE AS A UNITED CANADA AT THIS POINT IN TIME THAN 
A CHANGE IN INTERPRETATION OF THE CONSTITUTION WHICH LIMITS, ERODES 
OR CIRCUMSCRIBES PROVINCIAL JURISDICTION OVER RESOURCES?' 

4. EDITORIAL CALLS THIS A QUESTIONABLE TACTIC, AND POINTS OUT 
INTERNAL CONTRADICTION IN BLAKENEY'S ARGUMENT. ...ON THE ONE HAND 
HE INSISTS OUR COURT MUSTN'T BE LIKE ITS AMERICAN COUNTERPART WHICH, 
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TO AN EXTENT TAKES POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS INTO ACCOUNT. ON THE 
OTHER. HE ADMONISHES THE JUDGES TO CONSIDER THE POLITICAL CONSE- 
QUENCES OF THEIR ACTIONS.' 

HUTSON 
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